
In the Shadow of the Wall

In the shadow of the Wall,
“Peace on Earth” and
“Goodwill to all people”
are but words
caught and frozen
in the web of Occupation.
In the shadow of the Wall,
Bethlehem’s Star
hangs timelessly suspended,
While below, David’s blue Star
mocks and punishes the faithful,
oppressing and dispossessing
the Palestinians to oblivion.

In the shadow of the Wall,
Kings and shepherds,
even angels lose their way,
their halleluiahs drowning
in the echoes of human cries
keening lonely and unheard
in the world of silence.
In the shadow of the Wall,
there is no justice,
there is no freedom
and there is no peace,
this joyless Christmas
in Palestine. 

Sonja Karkar, 2010

“Christmas in Palestine 2010”, oil on canvas, Dora McPhee, Melbourne Australia

In memory of the Palestinians in Gaza - two days after Christmas 2008, the imprisoned population 
under siege and blockade were subjected to 22 days of Israel’s “Operation Cast Lead” with no place 
to run or hide. Almost two years later, they still live in a state of devastation and ruin.
www.australiansforpalestine.com

Demonstration in the Israeli-declared Buffer Zone on the border between Gaza and Israel. This zone 
confiscates Palestinian land. Israeli soldiers shoot at people in the Zone, including those opposing the 
theft of land, farmers, and scrap collectors. Led by Palestinians the International Solidarity Movement 
accompanies Palestinians.
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